Lectio Divina - Dedication of the Lateran Basilica - All Years

John’s Gospel

e St John’s Gospel as we now have it appears to have been written around the year 100.

e It is not the work of one person called John.

e ltis probably the result of the ‘writing down’ of Johannine traditions coming from various
Johannine ‘schools of disciples, or house churches.

e There is no doubt that one person did, however, put these writings into the form we now have
them.

e The ‘writing down’ seems to have been provoked by the expulsion of Christians from the
synagogues around 0AD and the move of the Johannine community from Palestine to
Ephesus(2) and other places in the Diaspora.

e John’s Gospel is characterised by a long argument about the identity of Jesus as one who is
from above.

e Jesus is in opposition to and opposed by, the Jews.

e This reflects the historical context of the Johannine community, often persecuted and ultimately
expelled from Jewish life (Temple, synagogues and communities).

e The Johannine Jews accepted Jesus as Son of God and Messiah. The rest of the Jewish
communities did not.

e The ‘Jews’ in John’s Gospel broadly represent the ‘non-believers’ - not the members of a race
or religion.

o The other Gospels refer to Jesus’ miracles, but John calls them signs.

John 2: 13-22 - The Cleansing of the Temple - NOT

o This passage, often referred to as the Cleansing of the Temple, is from St John’s Gospel.

e John’s Gospel places Jesus’ action in the Temple immediately after the Wedding Feast of Cana
and immediately before the story of Nicodemus (birth from above, born of the spirit, conversion,
rebirth and eternal life).

o The other Gospels place this scene much later in the ministry of Jesus and present it as the
immediate cause of this arrest and death (for predicting the destruction of the Temple).

e The Temple in Jerusalem is THE place of worship for Jews.

e The Temple is a meeting point between God and his people.

e Jesus is at the Temple at THE most sacred time in the Jewish calendar - Passover

e ‘Just before the Jewish Passover Jesus went up to Jerusalem...” - There was an expectation that
all Jewish males would go to Jerusalem for the Passover Feast. Pilgrims came from all over the
Empire and needed a lamb to sacrifice. Stalls were set up in the outer courts of the Temple to
enable people to buy the lambs and to pay their Temple tax. This they could not pay using the
coin of the Empire which bore the image of Caesar which proclaimed him as ‘divine’). So the
money had to be changed into Temple coin to pay the tax.

e ltis in these outer courts that Jesus’ action takes place - NOT in the Temple itself.

e Jesus’ actions of turning over tables, scattering animals, etc, would have been deeply shocking
to the onlookers. It is a sacrilegious desecration of the sacred place.

e ’...stop turning my Father’s house into a market.’ In Jewish thinking the Temple was ‘The Lord’s
house’ - here Jesus renames it as, ‘my Father’s house.” John has already signalled that Jesus is
the dwelling-place of God in 1:14 - The word became flesh and dwelt (tabernacled) among us.

e ‘the disciples remembered the words of scripture...” - the word ‘remembered’ has a particular
meaning in John’s Gospel. It means that the disciples see that what has been spoken of before
has come to fulfilment in Jesus. They are not simply remembering some words form Scripture or
from Jesus - they are realising that what has been said and done before has been fulfilled in
the words and actions of Jesus.

e 'What sign can you show us to justify what you have done?’ John presents the actions of Jesus
as the actions of a prophet. Note that the challenge that ‘the Jews’ present to Jesus is rather
mild. He is not arrested or attacked. They simply ask for a sign to prove that his actions are



indeed prophetic - that is, they are asking about the deeper meaning of Jesus’ action. Mary
Coloe says that the deeper meaning of Jesus’ prophetic action is that the ‘Temple system is now
over. This is no longer the way to be in relationship with God.” The (new) way to be in
relationship with God is through Jesus, the living Temple.

e That helps explain Jesus’ reply about destroying the temple and rebuilding it in 3 days. As the
text explains, Jesus is not talking about the earthly Temple, but about himself as the Temple of
God.

e Again, the disciples remember this when Jesus rose from the dead. And in remembering come to
believe.

e While the Jews reject the answer Jesus gives, the disciples, even without fully understanding,
continue to follow him.

e John presents this scene as a ‘sign of resurrection’. The Jews ask for a sign from Jesus but reject
it when it is given - just as later Jewish communities will reject the Johannine communities and
belief in Jesus.

e Signs in John’s Gospel are not about proof of authority to act nor a way of engendering faith
among followers - rather, they point to a reality beyond the physical action; they say something
about who Jesus is, who God is, how God acts towards his people, how the disciple acts
towards God & neighbour.

The Lenten Context - why does the church choose this passage?

e This Sunday Jesus is the new temple - the living presence of God. God is not found in stones
or buildings but in the person of Jesus, the living Temple. The way to be in right relationship
with God is through Jesus, the living Temple.

e We are part of the living temple which is Jesus.

e The Church uses the Lateran basilica as a symbol of the true Church which is the disciple of
Jesus - us!

Reflection - A living temple

Today's feast celebrates the dedication of the Cathedral Church of St John the Baptist in Rome. This
cathedral is often referred to as the ‘Lateran’ because it is built on the site of a palace once belonging
to the Laterani family. This palace served as the official residence of the Popes from the 4th to the

14th

centuries. It is the cathedral church of the diocese of Rome of which the Pope is the local bishop.
We celebrate the dedication of this cathedral as the mother church of the whole Catholic community.

Cathedrals, like all churches, are physical signs of God’s presence and the gathering place of the
people of Christ. It is the living Body of Christ, which gathers to celebrate and witness, which becomes
the living temple of God’s presence on earth.

The readings take up these themes. The first reading is taken from Ezekiels vision of a new Temple in
Jerusalem. The old one had been totally destroyed. Interestingly, the reading does not focus on the
glory of the building, but on the ‘life-giving water’ which flows out of the building.

In the second reading, St Paul makes the point that we are God'’s building among whom the Spirit of
God is living.

The Gospel is the story of Jesus cleansing the Temple in Jerusalem. This passage always reminds us of
the need not to be distracted from our true purpose to be the living Church of God. It also reminds us

that the new and true temple is Jesus.

We, who are baptised in Christ, are the living stones in the Temple of God.



Our feast is a celebration of Christ, the one in whom we are built into the true temple of God on
earth; the ones through whom the living water of God’s Spirit finds its way into the world to bring
growth, goodness and healing.



