Light and
Love in the
darkness

CELEBRATING AT HOME
ALL SAINTS
Rejoice and be glad
(Mt 5:1-12)

This resource is presented by the Carmelites of Australia & Timor-Leste at a time when
we cannot gather together as we usually do to celebrate the Eucharist. We are conscious
that Christ is present not only in the Blessed Sacrament but also in the Scriptures and in
our hearts. Even when we are on our own we remain part of the Body of Christ.
In the room you decide to use for this prayer you could have a lighted candle, a crucifix
and the Bible. These symbols help keep us mindful of the sacredness of our time of prayer
and can help us feel connected with our local worshipping communities.
This text is arranged with parts for a leader and for all to pray, but the leader’s parts can
be shared among those present.
As you use this prayer know that the Carmelites will be remembering in our prayer all
the members of our family at this time.
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CELEBRATING AT HOME
ALL SAINTS
Sign of the Cross
In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The Lord is here, present among us.
We are gathered with the whole Church in
this moment of prayer.

Preparing to hear the Word
We have been called by God
to be the Church,
the Body of Christ in this world.
We are not a building, but a people,
gathered and grounded in
the Word of God,
the love of Christ,
and the unity of the Holy Spirit.
We are gathered in communion,
with all the saints of every time and place.

Scripture Reading (Matthew 5:1-12)
Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill. There he
sat down and was joined by his disciples. Then he
began to speak. This is what he taught them:
‘How happy are the poor in spirit:
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Happy the gentle:
they shall have the earth for their heritage.
Happy those who mourn:
they shall be comforted.
Happy those who hunger and thirst
for what is right: they shall be satisfied.
Happy the merciful:
they shall have mercy shown them.
Happy the pure in heart:
they shall see God.
Happy the peacemakers:
they shall be called children of God.

Happy those who are persecuted in the cause of
right: theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
‘Happy are you when people abuse you and
persecute you and speak all kinds of calumny
against you on my account. Rejoice and be glad,
for your reward will be great in heaven.’

Reflection -

Rejoice and be glad

The Feast of All Saints has its origins in a 5th
century feast of “All Martyrs”. In the 7th century,
by which time the era of martyrdom had largely
passed, it became “All Saints”.
Matthew has transformed a short messianic
manifesto into a program for life – a list of virtues
which belong to those called into the Kingdom.
This is how people of the Kingdom live; these are
the qualities which mark their lives.
The text is chosen for the Feast of All Saints for just
that reason. We recognise in it the kind of life to
which we are called. We recognise saints as those
people who lived by these qualities – whether or
not they are formally canonised.
The Feast of All Saints celebrates all those ‘saints’,
including many we have known, who have entered
fully into the Kingdom.
This Gospel is often used at funerals. Many people
think this is because of the reference to ‘those
who mourn’. But that is not why the Church lists
it as appropriate for funerals. Funerals are about
celebrating the life of those who lived according to
the Gospel. That is what this Gospel is all about.
This traditional description of Christian living
blesses those who live according to the great
Christian virtues of humility, justice, righteousness,
forgiveness, mercy and peace. This is the way into
God’s eternal life here on earth and into eternal life
with God - so, rejoice and be glad!

Prayers of Intercession

Closing Prayer

For the saints who have gone before us:
may we continue to be inspired by their faith,
hope and love.
For the saints of God who witnessed
to your mercy and gentleness:
we give you thanks.
For the saints who nourished our lives,
we give you thanks.
For the saints who touched our hearts,
we give you thanks.

Lord’s Prayer

Gracious God,
in the resurrection of Jesus
you share with us his risen life.
today we rejoice in the holy men and women
of every time and place.
May we be filled with the Spirit who graced
their lives and share with them the joy of your
Kingdom. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Blessing
May your blessing be upon us, O Lord,
as we place all our trust in you.

Formed by the teaching and example of Jesus,
we pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
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