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Ready & waiting (Matthew 25:1-13)
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Sign of the Cross

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Lord is here, present among us.
We are gathered with the whole Church
in this moment of prayer.

Preparing to hear the Word

We have been called by God

to be the Church,

the Body of Christ and the Kingdom of God
in this world.

Lord, keep us watchful and ready
as we wait for your coming.

Scripture Reading (Matthew 25:1-13)

Addressing the people and his disciples Jesus said,
Jesus told this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of
heaven will be like this:

Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet
the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and

five were sensible: the foolish ones did take their
lamps, but they brought no oil, whereas the sensible
ones took flasks of oil as well as their lamps. The
bridegroom was late, and they all grew drowsy and
fell asleep. But at midnight there was a cry, The
bridegroom is here! Go out and meet him.” At this, all
those bridesmaids woke up and trimmed their lamps,
and the foolish ones said to the sensible ones, ‘Give
us some of your oil: our lamps are going out.’ But they
replied, ‘There may not be enough for us and for you;
you had better go to those who sell it and buy some
for yourselves.’ They had gone off to buy it when the
bridegroom arrived. Those who were ready went in
with him to the wedding hall and the door was closed.
The other bridesmaids arrived later. ‘Lord! Lord! they
said, ‘open the door for us.” But he replied, ‘I tell you
solemnly, | do not know you.” So stay awake, because
you do not know either the day or the hour.

Reflection - Ready and waiting

Wisdom is at the heart of the first reading and Gospel.
In the Bible, wisdom is not separate from God but a
feminine personification of various attributes of God.
The first reading presents wisdom as like a light which
never fails. God is always taking the initiative with us,
searching out the believers and revealing himself to
them.

The parable in the Gospel continues the theme of
wisdom. The ten virgins (representing the disciples)
are waiting for the coming of the bridegroom (the
return of Christ). The wise ones brought both their
lamps and extra oil. The unwise ones brought only
their lamps.

While they are waiting the lamps of the unwise begin
to go out (their faith and love has grown cold, their
good works are fading). The wise virgins cannot lend
their faith, love and good deeds (the oil) to the others.
Each disciple has to take personal responsibility for
their faith and their salvation.

The wise disciple, whose love, faith and good works
do not grow dim, is recognised by the Lord and takes
their place in the Kingdom of God.

The disciple needs to remain alert, vigilant and
prepared for the ‘day of salvation’ by continually
growing in a faithful and loving relationship with God.
This loving relationship with God bears fruit in good
works for neighbours. That is what it means to be
hearers and doers of the Word.

Prayers of Intercession

May we recognise you,
as you come to us in many moments in life.

Be with us in our waking and our sleeping,
our work and our leisure.

May we prepare ourselves and our world,
for your final coming.
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Lord’s Prayer Closing Prayer

Formed by the teaching and example of Jesus, In every moment of our lives, O God,

we pray: Give us a deep and abiding sense of your presence.
Through Christ our Lord.

Our Father, who art in heaven, Amen.

hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come. .

Thy will be done on earth Blessing

as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

Stay with us on our journey, O Lord.
For in you lies our hope and our peace.
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This resource is presented by the Carmelites of Australia & Timor-Leste at a time when many cannot gather together as we
usually do to celebrate the Eucharist. We are conscious that Christ is present not only in the Blessed Sacrament but also in
the Scriptures and in our hearts. Even when we are on our own we remain part of the Body of Christ.

In the room you decide to use for this prayer you could have a lighted candle, a crucifix and the Bible. These symbols
help keep us mindful of the sacredness of our time of prayer and can help us feel connected with our local worshipping
communities.

This text is arranged with parts for a leader and for all to pray, but the leader’s parts can be shared among those present.

As you use this prayer know that the Carmelites will be remembering in our prayer all the members of our family at this time.
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