CELEBRATING AT HOME
291H SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Don’t give up! (Luke 18:1-8)




CELEBRATING AT HOME

29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Sign of the Cross

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Lord is here, present among us.
We are gathered with the whole Church
in this moment of prayer.

Preparing to hear the Word

Lord Jesus,
you guard us from evil.

Lord Jesus,
you hear us when we cry to you.

Lord Jesus,
you call us to faith in you.

Scripture Reading (Luke 18:1-8)

Jesus told his disciples a parable about their need to
pray always and never lose heart. ‘There was a judge
in a certain town,” he said, ‘who had neither fear of
God nor respect for man. In the same town there
was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, “I
want justice from you against my enemy!” For a long
time he refused, but at last he said to himself, “Maybe
| have neither fear of God nor respect for man, but
since she keeps pestering me | must give this widow
her just rights, or she will persist in coming and worry
me to death.”

And the Lord said, ‘You notice what the unjust judge
has to say? Now will not God see justice done to his
chosen who cry to him day and night even when he
delays to help them? | promise you, he will see justice
done to them, and done speedily. But when the Son of
Man comes, will he find any faith on earth?”

Reflection - Don't give up!

Jesus tells this story of a persistent widow who wins
the day against an unjust judge. St Luke says that

the story is “about the need to pray continually and
never lose heart”. God is not like the unjust judge,
who delays in answering and finally gives in only when
threatened. God will hear and answer the persistent
cry of his people.

We, too, can be tempted to lose heart as we live in the
midst of the evils of our own day. When will there be
justice for the poor, the hungry, the disabled, and the
disadvantaged, we wonder.

Sometimes in prayer, we realise that we are called

to play our part with concrete actions which help to
relieve the suffering of others. We know we cannot do
it all by ourselves, but perhaps there is something that
we can do.

St Luke uses this story to encourage his community
of believers - to urge them not to lose heart as,
surrounded by the evils of their day, they wait for the
return of Jesus. They should keep faith and rely always
on God'’s goodness. Their persistence in prayer is an
expression of their trust in God. Perhaps their prayer
will show them what to do as they wait.

Just as Moses keeps faith with God in the battle
against the Amalekites (first reading), so the disciples
must remain in a faithful relationship with God. Prayer,
understood as nourishing our relationship with God,
rather than ‘saying prayers’, keeps us in this faithful
relationship with God as we wait for Jesus’ return. That
is the kind of faith Jesus wonders about in the final
sentence.

With great wisdom Benedict XVI reminded the Church many times that for man,
authority is often synonymous with possession, dominion, success.
For God authority is always synonymous with service, humility, love.

Pope Francis
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Prayers of Intercession Closing Prayer
For perseverance in keeping faith with you Loving and living God,
Lord, hear us. you draw all people to you.
Help us to be your love in the heart of the world.
For perseverance in loving each other: Through Christ our Lord.
Lord, hear us. Amen.
For perseverance in justice and truth.
Lord, hear us. Blessing
May the blessing of God be among us,
Lord’s Prayer and remain with us for ever. Amen.

Formed by the teaching and example of Jesus,
we pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread

and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
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This resource is presented by the Carmelites for use by individuals, families and small groups as a prayerful celebration of the
Word of God to help prepare us to celebrate the Eucharist with our worshipping communities. We are conscious that Christ
is present not only in the Blessed Sacrament but also in the Scriptures and in our hearts. We are also conscious of the many
people who, for various reasons including sickness and infirmity, cannot physically attend the Eucharist. Even when we are on
our own we remain part of the Body of Christ.

In the room you decide to use for this prayer you could have a lighted candle, a crucifix and the Bible. These symbols
help keep us mindful of the sacredness of our time of prayer and can help us feel connected with our local worshipping
communities.

This text is arranged with parts for a leader and for all to pray, but the leader’s parts can be shared among those present.

As you use this prayer know that the Carmelites will be remembering in our prayer all the members of our family.
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