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Sign of the Cross

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Lord is here, present among us.
We are gathered with the whole Church
in this moment of prayer.

Preparing to hear the Word

Lord Jesus,
you heal the sick.

Lord Jesus,
you forgive sinners.

Lord Jesus,
you give us your very self.

Scripture Reading (Luke 17:11-19)

On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus travelled along the
border between Samaria and Galilee. As he entered
one of the villages, ten lepers came to meet him. They
stood some way off and called to him, ‘Jesus! Master!
Take pity on us.” When he saw them he said, ‘Go and
show yourselves to the priests. Now as they were
going away they were cleansed. Finding himself cured,
one of them turned back praising God at the top of
his voice and threw himself at the feet of Jesus and
thanked him. The man was a Samaritan. This made
Jesus say, ‘Were not all ten made clean? The other
nine, where are they? It seems that no one has come
back to give praise to God, except this foreigner.” And
he said to the man, ‘Stand up and go on your way.
Your faith has saved you.’

Reflection - An invitation for all

A major theme in St Luke’s Gospel is that the message
of Jesus is for all: men and women, rich and poor, old
and young, healthy and sick, gentile and Jew. No one is
excluded.

It is no accident that the one grateful leper in this
week’s Gospel is not a Jew but a Samaritan - an
outsider, excluded by race, religion and his illness. He
joins the others in asking a Jewish Rabbi for mercy.

In curing the ten lepers, Jesus gives them back to their
families, their communities, their religious practice. No
longer confined to isolated places for fear of spreading
disease, they are free to take up their lives again. In
short, as well as healing them physically, Jesus gives
them back their lives.

All ten are cured, but only one, the Samaritan, fully
experiences his healing as a moment of salvation;

a moment when the mercy of God has broken into
his life. Jesus says that it is the Samaritan’s faith that
enables him to see what the other nine do not. The
man is so moved by this realisation that he turns back
to Jesus breaking into shouts of joy, praising God at
the top of his voice.

The Samaritan’s faith has drawn him deeper into his
relationship with God who heals him and sets him free.
And that is God’s great desire for each of us.

The way of Jesus (and, therefore, of his disciples) is
not to exclude, but to proclaim God as the God of all
by working for healing, restoration and the good of all
people. And to recognise and celebrate the presence
of God we read in the concrete realities of our lives.

May the Church be a place of God’s mercy and hope,
where all feel welcomed, loved, forgiven and encouraged
to live according to the good life of the Gospel.
And to make others feel welcomed, loved, forgiven and encouraged,
the Church must be with doors wide open so that all may enter.
And we must go out through these doors and proclaim the Gospel.

Pope Francis
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Prayers of Intercession Give us this day our daily bread
. . and forgive us our trespasses
Heallng.God, may your Church be a sign and means, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
of healing and salvation for the human family. And lead us not into temptation,

Faithful God, when we wander from your way, but deliver us from evil.

may your faithfulness bring us forgiveness.
Closing Prayer
Liberating God, free us from selfishness.

Enable us to reach out to others with love. Loving and living God,

you draw all people to you.
Help us to be your love in the heart of the world.

Lord’s Prayer Through Christ our Lord.
Formed by the teaching and example of Jesus, Amen.
we pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, Blessing
hallowed be thy name. May the blessing of God be among us,
Thy kingdom come. and remain with us for ever. Amen.

Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven.
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This resource is presented by the Carmelites for use by individuals, families and small groups as a prayerful celebration of the
Word of God to help prepare us to celebrate the Eucharist with our worshipping communities. We are conscious that Christ

is present not only in the Blessed Sacrament but also in the Scriptures and in our hearts. We are also conscious of the many
people who, for various reasons including sickness and infirmity, cannot physically attend the Eucharist. Even when we are on

our own we remain part of the Body of Christ.
In the room you decide to use for this prayer you could have a lighted candle, a crucifix and the Bible. These symbols
help keep us mindful of the sacredness of our time of prayer and can help us feel connected with our local worshipping

communities.
This text is arranged with parts for a leader and for all to pray, but the leader’s parts can be shared among those present.

As you use this prayer know that the Carmelites will be remembering in our prayer all the members of our family.
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